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Overview  
At the conclusion of this presentation, you 
should be able to: 
 
 explain what CPT modifiers are and their 

importance to receiving correct Ladies First 
reimbursement 
 

 identify when and how to use Ladies First 
CPT modifiers 
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Modifiers  
 
 In today’s regulatory environment, it can be a 

real challenge to obtain reimbursement for 
procedures and services rendered 
 

 Accurate coding is the most crucial step in the 
reimbursement process 
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Mastering Ladies First Modifiers  
 
 Coders need to use all the “tools” at their 

disposal to facilitate the reimbursement 
process 
 

 Modifiers are overlooked tools 
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What is a Modifier? 
 

 A modifier provides the means by which the 
rendering physician may indicate that a                
service or procedure has been performed  

 
 They are essential ingredients to effective 

communication between providers and 
Ladies First 
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 Just as “modifiers” in the English language 

provide additional information, CPT modifiers 
also answer such questions as 1) which one 
2) what kind and 3) what 
 

 Ladies First only covers and requires the use 
of Modifiers TC and 26 only. 
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Modifier TC 
 
The technical component includes: 
 providing the equipment, supplies, technical 

personnel 
 costs for attendant to perform the procedure 
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Modifier TC Example 
 
The technical component includes: 
 A radiologist technologist conducts a 

screening mammogram, digital, bilateral. The 
screening mammogram technical component 
is conducted by the hospital.  

 CPT Code/Modifier billed on UB04 claim form 
as: G0202 TC 
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Modifier 26 
Professional Component 
 Modifier 26 is used to describe the portion of 

the service that is performed by a physician. 
The Professional Component includes: 
 the physician's work in providing the services 

(e.g., reading films, interpreting diagnostic 
tests, etc) 

 interpretation and written report provided by 
the physician performing the service. 
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Modifier 26 Example 
 
Professional Component 
 A radiologist performs the interpretation or 

reading of a screening mammogram, digital, 
bilateral. The radiologist belongs to a hospital 
physician group, is employed by the hospital 
and he/she is providing only the professional 
component of the procedure. 

 CPT Code/Modifier billed on CMS 1500 claim 
form as: G0202 26 
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Modifier 26 Example 
 
Professional Component 
 A pathologist performs surgical pathology 

gross & microscopic examination, level IV  
The pathologist is independent, is contracted 
by an independent laboratory and he is 
providing only the professional component of 
the procedure. 

 CPT Code/Modifier billed on CMS 1500 claim 
form as: 88305 26 
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Other approved Ladies First 
Modifiers  

  
Anesthesia (base code of 3 RVU plus # of units x rate) allowed 
Modifiers:  
 AA Anesthesia services performed personally ban an 

anesthesiologist  
 QZ CRNA/Anesthesiologist Assistant service medical direction 

by a physician 
 QK Medical direction by a physician of two, three or four 

concurrent anesthesia procedures 
 QY Medical direction of one CRNA/AA service with medical 

direction by a physician   
 QX CRNA/AA service without medical direction of physician 
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Questions?  
Call the Ladies First 

Provider Support Line at 
1-800-510-2282 

Kerri Frenya, MS 
Chronic Disease Program Specialist 
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